CALL OF DUTY: Real World Faith Defense Part 1 - God's Word

In Scripture, Paul tells us that: Everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. (2 Timothy 3:12).

But here's the thing, we have been given some amazing weapons with which to defend our faith when under persecution. This week we're going to take a look at the first of these as we take a look at God's love letter to all mankind, The Bible. When we use the Bible as defense we have to understand that often the other person doesn't believe in the Bible.

It's important to remember that believing or not believing in something doesn't make it true or false. I can stand on railroad tracks and look at an oncoming train and say, "I don't believe in that train," but that doesn't change the fact that in a few seconds I'm going to be a grease spot on the side of the tracks.

What makes something true or false is reasonable proof, and the Bible gives us far more evidence of being God's Word than any other book that makes the same claim. In fact, I believe it takes more faith to believe that the Bible isn't the word of God than to believe it is - and here's why:

The Bible claims to be the inspired word of God over and over again. The New Testament says that:

"All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work." (II Timothy 3:16)

The Greek word translated as “inspired” in 2 Timothy 3:16 literally means, "God-breathed." It refers not to the writers, but to what is written. The words of the Bible are the "breath of God!" 

Therefore, the origin of Scripture is God, not man. The Bible came from God ("breathed out") through the authors who wrote it; God, who is true (John 3:33), breathed out truth. This obviously applies to the entire Bible, and extends to the actual words, not just the concepts ("all Scripture").

The Bible is either wholly inspired, or not at all - you can't have it both ways. Jesus affirmed this for the Old Testament (Matt. 5:18 ) and promised this for the New Testament (John 16:12 -15; 14:26 ).

So, let’s look at some facts – not opinion, but facts about The Bible:

Over 40 very different authors, in 3 vastly different languages, on 3 different continents, wrote the Bible.  

It took over 1,500 years to complete the books of the Bible. 

The 40 authors who spoke different languages and lived in different times and places with different occupations all spoke about one theme with agreement; there are no contradictions.  From Genesis to Revelation, there is one unfolding story: God's redemption of mankind.  

PROPHECIES
There are hundreds of precise prophecies in the Bible that have been literally fulfilled. 300 of them are specifically about Jesus Christ, and they all came true exactly as predicted! The odds of that happening have been estimated at 1 in 100,000,000,000,000,000 chances!

Here is an illustration from Josh McDowell:

    Suppose you took the state of Texas and spread silver dollars two feet deep across the whole state, then marked just one of them and buried it somewhere in the state. Then, if you chose one person, blindfolded him, and told him to pick just one silver dollar, his chances of getting the marked one on his first try would be one in 10 to the 17th power!

    (Josh McDowell, Evidence That Demands a Verdict, Vol. 1, pp. 144, 167)

And these Biblical prophecies aren’t wussy prophecies that are relatively unclear and written in a way that could be taken in several ways – Nostradamus this ain’t!  

These are specific prophecies like:

The place where Jesus would be born (Micah 5:2)

That he would be born of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14)

How Jesus would die (Psalm 22)

That Jesus would rise again (Psalm 16:8-11)

And on and on and on the list goes. And not just about Jesus. The Old Testament is jammed full of fulfilled prophecies. 

Daniel, written about five centuries before Jesus hit the earth crawling, is packed full of amazing prophecies.  Daniel correctly predicts the coming of the Medo Persian kingdom, the Greek Kingdom, the coming of Alexander the Great, the four generals that would take over after his death, the Roman kingdom and the date of Christ’s death with extreme accuracy.  

I personally see that the only way that could happen is if there was a divine being, who was above the realm of time and space, who could predict the future because He saw it more clearly than you or I see the past or present.

THE BIBLE SAYS…

But here’s the thing; it all begins by listening to what the Bible claims about itself. Let me just give you two words to think about, infallible and inerrant.  

Infallible...The word infallible speaks to the fact that God has so inspired Scripture that it is the sure, safe, reliable, eternally true rule and guide in all matters in total.  Let’s use infallible to speak of the totality of Scripture.  It is the whole truth.  We’re looking at it from the bird’s eye view, the big picture.  It is an infallible document.  

That is, what it says in full is true.  

Psalm 19:7, “The law of the Lord is perfect.”  

Psalm 18:30, “As for God, His way is perfect, or blameless.  The Word of the Lord is tried, or tested, proven.”  

Psalm 119, “Thy Word is very pure.”  “Thy law is truth.”  “All Thy commandments are truth.”  “The sum of Thy Word is truth.”  “Every one of Thy righteous ordinances endures forever for all Thy commandments are righteous.”  

Romans 7:12, “God’s Word is holy, righteous and good.”  

And you have in Deuteronomy 4:2, “Do not add to Scripture.”  

You have in Revelation 22:18 and 19, “Do not add to Scripture, do not take away from Scripture.”  

It is in total complete and infallible.

In John 10:35 these words are given and they are significant if brief and to the point, and as always, the Lord’s economy of words is stunning.  In the tenth chapter of John’s gospel, verse 35, Jesus says at the end of the verse, “The Scripture cannot be broken.” 

It is like a chain, all the verses are linked, all the chapters are linked, all the 66 books are linked, the testaments are linked and there is nowhere where it can be broken.  There is no place where the chain could be broken.  It is in total the truth of God, true in total.  That is what it claims, that is what it demands from us as to confidence and trust.

The second word is inerrant...inerrant and that looks at it from the worm’s eye view, not looking at the total but looking at every word.  Every word is true.  Every word in the original autographs as inspired by God is free from error, falsehood, mistake, inaccuracy.  

So the total truth of the message of the Word is safeguarded by every word being a true word from God.  The Bible is entirely true because it is true in every part.  It is the whole truth and nothing but the truth.  

Proverbs 30 verses 5 and 6, “Every word of God is pure.” ...notice it says every word!

Psalm 12:6, “The words of the Lord are pure words as silver tested in a furnace refined seven times.”  And the psalmist is looking for some kind of an analogy to express the purity of the Word

So whether you’re talking about infallibility, the big picture, or whether you’re talking about inerrancy of the small picture, the combination of the two speaks of the Bible’s truthfulness.  It is true.  

In Isaiah 65:16 the Lord calls Himself the God of truth.  That’s where it all starts.  He is the God of truth.  

In Jeremiah 10:10 the prophet writes of the God who is the true God.  The New Testament agrees with the Old, calling God a God of truth.  

John 3:33 says, “God is truthful.”  

John 17:3, Jesus said, “That they may know You, the only true God.” 

1 John 5:20, “He is the true God.”  

Three times the Scripture says God cannot lie...Numbers 23:19; Titus 1:2; and Hebrews 6:18.  God cannot lie.  It is impossible.  The Bible is therefore infallible and inerrant because it is written by God who is truth, speaks only truth, cannot speak anything but truth.

The writers of the Old Testament make literally thousands of claims to the truthfulness of what they wrote.  Over two thousand times they claim to be speaking the very words of God.   That’s just the Old Testament writers.  Again and again they use phrases like, “The Spirit of the Lord has spoken to me,” or, “The Word of God came to me.”  

Isaiah, for example, says in Isaiah 1:2, “Hear, O heavens, listen, O earth, for the Lord has spoken.” And then he unfolds the great revelation that is the book of Isaiah.  When God speaks, everybody listens because He’s God.

The Old Testament writers refer either specifically or generally to what they’re writing as the very words of God about four thousand times...about four thousand times.  Two thousand times, I told you a moment ago, they make direct claims that the Lord spoke to them, but at least four thousand times they affirm that what they are writing is the Word of God. 

The writers in the New Testament quote the Old Testament as the Word of God about three hundred and twenty times and make reference to the Old Testament at least a thousand times.  The writers of the New Testament affirm the infallibility and inerrancy of the Old.  And New Testament writers also claim inspiration for the New Testament.

THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS AND PROPHECY

The Dead Sea Scrolls have been called the greatest manuscript discovery of modern times. They were discovered between 1947 and 1956 in eleven caves along the northwest shore of the Dead Sea. 

They are comprised of the remains of approximately 825 to 870 separate scrolls, represented by tens of thousands of fragments. The texts are most commonly made of animal skins, but also papyrus and one of copper. Most of the texts are written in Hebrew and Aramaic, with a few in Greek.

The Dead Sea Scrolls appear to be the library of a Jewish sect, considered most likely the Essenes. The Essenes were strictly observant Jewish scribes. The library appears to have been hidden away in caves around the outbreak of the First Jewish Revolt (66-70 AD) as the Roman army advanced against the Jews.

The Dead Sea Scrolls can be divided into two categories -- biblical and non-biblical. Fragments of every book of the Old Testament have been discovered, except for the book of Esther. Now identified among the scrolls are 19 fragments of Isaiah, 25 fragments of Deuteronomy and 30 fragments of the Psalms. The virtually intact "Isaiah Scroll", which contains some of the most dramatic Messianic prophecy, is 1,000 years older than any previously known manuscript of Isaiah.

Based on various dating methods, including paleographic, and scribal methodology, the Dead Sea Scrolls are accepted to have been written during the period from about 200 B.C. to 68 AD. Many crucial Messianic manuscripts (such as Psalm 22, Isaiah 53 and Isaiah 61) date to at least 100 BC. As such, the Dead Sea Scrolls have revolutionized textual criticism of the Old Testament and Messianic prophecy. 

We now have dramatic evidence that the key Messianic prophecies contained in today's Old Testament are the same Messianic prophecies that existed prior to the time Jesus walked this earth. There was no contrivance after-the-fact... There was no conspiracy... Simply, Jesus fulfilled the requirements of the Jewish Messiah!

The Old Testament that we read today is substantively the same as existed before the birth of Jesus. This means that the over 300 Old Testament prophecies of the coming Messiah were in black-and-white before the New Testament writers were even on the scene.

FEASTS

I want to leave you tonight with one small example of how God’s Word is revealed as truth through an unexpected source – medical science.  Yeah, you heard me.  As hard as some scientists may try to dispute and refute the existence of God, the fact is that medical science not only proves God, but Scripture at the same time.

Check this out…

The Bible makes it clear that every child is a gift from God. A surprising discovery recently revealed that the Biblical Feasts parallel the gestation period of a baby. It seems, once again, the Almighty hid within His Word proof of divine inspiration and a token of His love for children.

1) FEASTS: In Exodus chapter 12 we find the "Passover Feast" instituted. It was to begin on the fourteenth day of the first month and repeat each year thereafter. During Passover the Jews place an egg, symbolizing new life, on the Passover table.

MEDICAL FACT: On the fourteenth day of the first month the mothers egg appears.

2) FEASTS: The "Feast of Unleavened Bread" must occur the very next night, on the 15th day of the month, or the feast process will fail.

MEDICAL FACT: Fertilization of the egg must occur within 24 hours or the fertilization process will fail.

3) FEASTS: The "Feast of Firstfruits" occurs next, on the Sunday during the week of Unleavened Bread. It can be from 2-6 days after the feast of Unleavened Bread and is called the Spring Planting of Seed.

MEDICAL FACT: The fertilized egg travels down the tube at its own pace taking anywhere from 2-6 days before it implants. This is the Planting of the Egg.

4) FEASTS: “Pentecost” comes 50 days later. That is the day the Israelites confirmed their covenant as the people of God. So with us, we are not complete in Christ, until we receive His Holy Spirit.

MEDICAL FACT: On the fiftieth day, the embryo shows arms, hands, fingers, legs, feet, toes, a head, eyes, etc. Around the fiftieth day, the embryo takes on the form of a human being.

5) FEASTS: The “Festival of Trumpet” occurred on the first day of the seventh month of the year.

MEDICAL FACT: The embryo at seven months: On the first day of the seventh month, the baby’s hearing is developed. For the first time, it can hear and distinguish sounds outside the womb. Hearing/Trumpets; Coincidence? I think not!

6) FEASTS: The “Day of Atonement” is celebrated on the tenth day of the seventh month. Blood is taken into the Holy of Holies in the Tabernacle.

MEDICAL FACT: On the tenth day of the seventh month the production of red blood cells is taken over by the bone marrow-the inner sanctum of the babies’ tabernacle.

7) FEASTS: The “Feast of Tabernacles” follows on the 15th day of the seventh month. Jews celebrate God breathing the breath of life into Adam.

MEDICAL FACT: By the 15th day of the seventh month the child is capable of breathing air. He or she is a developed "tabernacle" and can be born. However, to achieve maximum strength the child should continue to grow inside its mother for another 80 days. It can thereafter be born and dedicated to the Lord.

FEASTS: 80 days later is the “Feast of DEDICATION.” The Feast of Dedication is better known today as Hanukah, which just so happens to last eight days. If we remember what happens on the eighth day after a boy is born . . . well, you get the point!

SUMMARY:

The Bible has unique authority and power. Millions of people have been completely changed and transformed by its words. Its history and archaeology have never been disproved or shown to be false (which is more than you can say for The Book of Mormon!), and even though it has withstood more attacks than any book in history, it remains as strong and influential as ever. 

This is why I said it takes more faith to believe that the Bible isn't God's Word, because the proof is all over the place. 

This is why Jesus said: 

"Heaven and earth will disappear, but my words will remain forever." (Mark 13:31)

Maybe tonight for the first time you realize that the God of truth has not been taken as seriously in your life as He needs to be.  Maybe you see the need to get some things straight with the God who created you and paid for you with a price of blood through His son.  Maybe tonight you need to quit playing at being a church-goer and start putting into action what it means to be a Christian.

Or maybe tonight you’ve realized that you need God in your life.  That it’s time to accept what this amazing God did for you 2,000 years ago on a cross.

